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7th February, 2012
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Newsletter for February to April half-term 2012
First of all I would like to welcome all our new children and their parents/carers to Datchworth Pre-school.  They are all gradually settling in well into what is a big new world for them!  In this newsletter I have highlighted some administrative matters which we would like to draw to your attention and listed some useful dates which you may wish to put in your diary for the forthcoming half term.
Firstly, we would still like to have as many family photographs as possible please as we are creating a display by our whiteboard and the children love to see their own family with all the others!

Administrative Matters (apologies for the long list!)
1. Can I please ask you to ensure all your childs’ Pre-school clothing is named, especially coats and hats.
2. Just a reminder to empty the childrens’ book bags when they bring them home – thank you.
3. Once again I would like to say a big‘thank you’ to everybody for their delicious healthy snacks!
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Thank you also for preparing the snacks in advance and for cutting the grapes in half for the children.  As I previously mentioned, this is for health and safety reasons!  

 (For all our new parents, the children do get a snack and drink from the Pre-school every day, this is just an additional healthy snack rota for parents participation e.g. apples, oranges, grapes, cheese – prepared would be appreciated!  The rota is on the wall just inside the Pre-school door – it is not compulsory, but if you would like to participate it is only once per term).
4. If your child would like to bring something in to show which is related to our weekly topic, just a reminder that there is a blue Interest trolley for these items just inside the Pre-school door.
5. Could we please ask you to inform us if your child has been given any medicine prior to arrival at Pre-school (this includes Calpol).  The law dictates that we must fill in the necessary forms!!
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6. If your child stays for lunch club, could we please ask you to label all containers, cups etc., as we seem to build up a little collection of them!

7. The village hall have asked if parents could please take their children’s bags (changing bags on the top hooks) home each night and then bring them in next time their child is in.

8. For health & safety reasons, could you please ensure that plastic carrier bags are not used for your child’s lunch.

9. The Pre-school also runs afternoon sessions on a Tuesday and Thursday – if you are interested in your child attending, either on an ad-hoc or regular basis, please let Louisa Edwards, our Admissions Assistant, or myself know.

Finally, it is our intention to run a summer club again for the over three year olds during the summer holidays, over one, possibly two, weeks.  Details will follow.
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On Tuesday, 21st February we will be holding a fun pancake race for both adults and children at 11 a.m. in the small hall.  Tea/coffees and pancakes will be served.  If your child isn’t in on that day please feel free to bring them along at 11 a.m. to join in.
The Pre-school are also holding a sponsored trike ride in the large hall at 10 a.m. on 15th March.  Sponsorship forms will be going out in book bags in the next few weeks, again all children are welcome to take part.  Don’t forget to bring your trike/bike (not too big please!) and safety helmets along.  
An Easter egg hunt will also take place on the last day of term (30th March) at 11 a.m.  There will be a chocolate themed raffle (anyone who has any donations, or knows of a company that would be happy to donate, please see me at Pre-school).  Letters will go out in book bags over the next few weeks.
A Mothers day present is in production, artwork has been produced by the children.  

We are also planning a Ladies pamper night on Friday, 29th June in the large hall.  Anyone who has anything to offer for the evening (therapist or stall holder) please approach Gayle for a booking form.  More details to follow.

It is our intention to produce a cook book of the children’s favourite recipes, along with drawn pictures or photographs of the finished creations, please send in any favourites to the Pre-school (attention of Gayle).  The finished book will be available to purchase in the near future.
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The new Pre-school Committee met recently and decided that a coffee morning would be a good idea to get new and existing parents together for a cuppa and a chat.  We hope you can join us in the Pre-school small hall on Monday, 5th March at 11 a.m. (All donations of cakes and help welcome!). 
We are looking for new committee members to join us – we meet about every six weeks, so it’s a small commitment and it’s a great way to get involved and find out more about what the Pre-school does.  The next meeting is on Thursday, 26th April at 8 p.m. in the Pre-school room.  Look forward to seeing you there!!
COULD YOU PLEASE NOTE THAT IT IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT FOR US TO RECRUIT NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS SOON AS MANY OF OUR CURRENT MEMBERS ARE STANDING DOWN AFTER THIS SCHOOL YEAR, AND WITHOUT A FULL COMMITTEE THE PRE-SCHOOL, IN EFFECT, CANNOT STAY OPEN.  SO PLEASE DO COME AND JOIN US!  THANK YOU.


Weekly Themes



Theme

Learning goal

20th February


Other countries

Creative
27th February


Baby animals

Know. & Und.
5th March
Baby animals

Language & Lit.

12th March
Growing things

Physical
19th March
Growing things

Problem solving,
Reasoning & Numeracy

26th March


Easter


P. Social & Emo.

Dates for the diary - 2012
Tuesday, 21st February at 11 a.m. 
Pancake Race

Thursday, 15th March at 10a.m.

Trike Ride

Monday, 5th March at 11 a.m.

Coffee morning

Friday, 23rd March (session time)
Walk (for children)

Friday, 30th March at 11 a.m.

Easter Egg Hunt

Last day of term



30th March

Start back at Pre-school


Tuesday, 17th April

Committee meeting



26th April

Half term





4th – 8th June inc.

Ladies Night




Friday, 29th June

Sports Day




Thursday, 5th July

/continued....

Last day of summer term


Wed. 18th July.

Return for Autumn term


Tuesday, 4th Sept.

DATES FOR SUMMER HOLIDAY CLUB TO BE CONFIRMED.

Many thanks,

Pam Hill

Pre-school Leader
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